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Medical News: Study suggests new
approach to asthma

Inside: Study yields surprises
about poverty in America

Washington People: Gary J. Weil,
M.D, battles tropical diseases
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Scholar honors
Early, Raichle first recipients
of Faculty Achievement Award

Sophomore architecture students discuss details of their first-place design for a new lemur cage at the
St. Louis Zoo with Lisa Torkelson (second from right), a keeper at the zoo's Primate House. The students
are (from left): Courtney Martin, Sarah Nurmela, Daniel Osuna and Nick Stoutt. Albert Lam (not present)
also was on the winning team.

Students design lemur cage for zoo
BY ANN NICHOLSON

Some lucky lemurs at the
St. Louis Zoo may soon
spend their days swinging,
climbing and enjoying the
outdoors in a new cage designed
by sophomore architecture
students at the University.
After researching lemur
lifestyles and consulting with zoo
officials, Albert Lam, Courtney
Martin, Sarah Nurmela, Daniel
Osuna and Nick Stoutt created the
winning design for a wire mesh
and wooden structure measuring
20 feet by 30 feet, 16 feet high.
The team proposed a variety of

spaces within the cage, including
two main enclosures and several
nooks and crannies. A slatted
roof also is designed to offer
shade at different times of the day
while still allowing the lemurs,
which are usually kept indoors,
the benefit of an outdoor,
seasonal home.
"We tried to consider issues of
climate, constructability and
feasible materials while designing
something that actually could be
built," Martin said. "We also
considered how the lemurs live
— how they socialize and how
they like to climb and jump — in
our designs for a nice, natural

Schaal elected as member of
National Academy of Sciences
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

Barbara A. Schaal, Ph.D.,
professor of biology in Arts
and Sciences, was elected to
membership in the National
Academy of Sciences April 27,
one of the highest honors a
scientist or engineer can achieve.
Schaal is widely known for her
work using molecular genetic
techniques to study plant
evolution. Her emphasis is on
native species, some of them
endangered. She is widely sought
for her expertise in plant

evolutionary
and conservation
genetics.
Schaal
has been a
member of
the Washington University faculty
Schaal Studies
since 1980
plants worldwide
and served
as chair of
the biology department from
1993 to 1997. She has worked on
See Schaal, page 2

environment.
Stoutt added that team
members were pleased to be able
to use their design skills to benefit
the lemurs. "We work so much on
theoretical designs that have no
possibility of being built, especially
since it will be years before we
finish our professional training,"
he said. "It is amazing to think that
our cage very likely will be built
behind the zoo's Primate House."
Zoo officials hope to secure the
necessary funding and donated
labor to build the new structure.
Though visible from the path
leading up to the Primate House,
the cage would be used for those
lemurs that are not part of the
main public display area.
Initially, 45 students in the
sophomore studio formed 10
teams, each of which designed a
cage. The zoo selected a short list
of designs and then chose a winner
based on practicality, estimated
construction cost, aesthetics,
feasibility, durability and natural
feel.
Ingrid Porton, the zoo's curator
of primates, said that once built,
the winning structure could be
used to care for anywhere from
four to 16 resident or visiting
lemurs. She noted that the outdoor
habitat would be ideal for the zoo's
mongoose, black, ringtail, red
ruffed and black and white ruffed
lemur population.
"The outdoor cage will be such
See Lemur, page 6

A pioneer in medical imaging
and a nationally recognized
commentator on the
confluence of race and American
culture will receive the first
Faculty Achievement Awards at
Washington University. The
announcement of the selection
was made Saturday, May 1, at the
Chancellor's Gala in Holmes
Lounge, and the awards will be
conferred at a public event in the
fall.
Gerald L. Early, Ph.D, the
Merle Kling Professor of Modern
Letters and professor of English,
African and Afro-American
studies and American culture
studies, all in Arts and Sciences,
and Marcus E. Raichle, M.D.,
co-director of the Division of
Radiological Sciences and
professor of radiology, of
neurology and of neurobiology at
the School of Medicine, are the
inaugural recipients of this award,
which recognizes outstanding
academic accomplishments and
service.
Expressing enthusiasm for the
selection, Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton noted that the competition was stiff. "Washington
University has many fine scholars
and teachers from which to chose
for such an award," he said, "but
the choice of these two fine
individuals sets a high-water mark
for future recipients.
"Their research and scholarship, recognized prominence in
their fields, service and dedication
to the University community and

respected accomplishments as
contributors to higher education
leave no doubt that we have made
two very wise selections."
The award includes a $5,000
honorarium. Early and Raichle
will address the University
community at the awards
ceremony next fall, summarizing
their scholarly work.
The pool from which Early
and Raichle were selected was
"truly outstanding," according to
John N. Drobak, J.D., professor of
law and of economics in Arts and
Sciences and outgoing chair of
the Faculty Senate Council.
"The inaugural winners are
well-respected by their colleagues, excellent scholars,
wonderful citizens of the
University and fine teachers," said
Drobak, who co-chaired the
advisory committee making the
selections with Gerhild S.
Williams, Ph.D., professor of
Germanic languages and
literatures in Arts and Sciences
and associate vice chancellor for
academic affairs.
The committee included three
members each from Arts and
Sciences and the School of
Medicine and one member from
each of the University's other six
schools. They considered the
nominations and recommended
recipients to Wrighton.
Criteria for the award
included:
• outstanding achievement in
research and scholarship;
See Honors, page 5

New professorship
Lynne Cooper Harvey endows chair
in English for American culture studies
BY BARBARA REA

Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
has announced the establishment of the Lynne Copper Harvey
Distinguished Chair in English, to
be designated for a faculty member
in the American Culture Studies
Program in Arts and Sciences.
"This is a terrific match
between a distinguished professional in American media and a
distinguished chaired professor-

ship in American culture studies,"
noted Wrighton. "Angel has been
an inspiration to us all at
Washington University, and we
are so pleased now to have an
endowed chair that celebrates this
link."
Lynne Cooper Harvey, known
as "Angel" since childhood, is one
of the most influential women in
American radio. In 1997 she was
See Harvey, page 6

Spiritual quest Students seeking deeper sense of purpose, belonging
BY DAVID MOESSNER

Growing up, Julie Lemieux's
hunger for religion was, well,
literal.
"The goal of going to church
was so that we could eat at
Denny's afterwards!" said
Lemieux, a 1998 Washington
University graduate who now is
serving as an intern at the
campus' Catholic Student Center.
Like so many of her Generation X contemporaries, Lemieux's

appetite for faith has since grown.
In fact, today's college students —
the product of a Me Generation
whose spiritual indifference
caused Time magazine to ask "Is
God Dead?" — are seeking the
religious embrace that many of
their parents rejected.
"Especially on a campus like
Wash U, where a lot of people
come from relatively stable
financial backgrounds, students
see that maybe those aren't the
things that are going to make you

happy," Lemieux said. "A lot of the
energy comes from having grown
up in the '80s and having consumerism consume them.
"It's become more and more
obvious that people are looking for
something more theological, more
prayerful, more introspective," she
said. "People are definitely hungering for it."
The hard evidence is indisputable. Attendance has risen dramatically at Catholic Student Center
services, swelling from 45 to 900 in

less than a decade. St. Louis Hillel
has a mailing list that includes
1,100 Jewish undergraduates.
Eighteen distinct religions now are
represented by campus ministers.
The number of students majoring
in religious studies has doubled in
the past handful of years. A
multitude of ecumenical student
groups have formed, many with
strenuous service missions.
Less tangible are the "why's."
The Rev. Gary Braun, director of
the Catholic Student Center, said

that spiritual yearning can come
both out of emptiness and fullness.
"There are a lot of painful and
unnerving things going on in the
culture," Braun said. "Random
violence has left this generation
with a sense of their mortality at
an earlier age. I don't think they're
coming to religion for safety, but I
think that limitation experience
makes them look more for
meaning.
"The same with the rapid pace
See Spirituality, page 6
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Study yields surprises
about American poverty
The high percentages in the
study suggest that the experience
of real poverty in America is
Americans have long accepted
the notion that "there will
much more widespread than
commonly perceived. One
always be poor among us," but a
new study from the University's
explanation, Rank suggested, is
George Warren Brown School of
that during the course of a
Social Work drives that truism
lifetime, unanticipated events
home by showing that a
occur to individuals which can
majority of Americans will
temporarily plunge them below
themselves live in poverty for
the poverty line.
some portion of their adult
In his 1994 book, "Living on
lives.
the Edge: The Realities of Welfare
in America" (Columbia Univer"Nearly two-thirds of all
sity Press), Rank explored some
Americans and more than
90 percent of African Americans
of these events. Based on face-towill experience at least one year
face interviews with welfare
of living below the poverty line
recipients and a detailed analysis
during their lifetimes," said
of state welfare data, he showed
Mark R. Rank, Ph.D., lead author
that spells of poverty and welfare
of the study and an associate
use were triggered by events such
professor of social work.
as the loss of jobs, family
The study, conducted by
breakups, or becoming seriously
Rank and Thomas A. Hirschl, a
ill or incapacitated. These events
professor of rural sociology at
had the effect of sending families
Cornell University, is based on
into an economic tailspin.
an analysis of income data for
"When thinking about a 50-year
thousands of Americans for a
period in someone's life," Rank
25-year period
said, "it's quite
ending in 1992,
possible that
a span in which
that person
official poverty
at some
"Nearly two-thirds of might
rates fluctuated
point lose a job,
all Americans and
between 11 and
go through a
15 percent.
divorce or
more
than
90
percent
Although
experience
of African Americans some other
government
agencies have
which
will experience at least event
long tracked the
causes real
one year of living below economic
number of
people currently
in
the poverty line during hardship
living in poverty,
their lives."
their lifetimes."
this new study is
Consethe first to
quently, while
MARK R. RANK
estimate an
Americans
individual's odds
continue to
of experiencing
think of
poverty across a lifespan. The
poverty as "something that
results are published in the May
happens to someone else," this
1999 issue of Social Work, an
first-of-its-kind analysis by Rank
academic journal of the
and Hirschl drives home the fact
National Association of Social
that poverty is a mainstream
Workers.
issue, one that can not be
The study provides a
attributed simply to individual
startling picture of just how
lack of motivation, questionable
common the experience of
morals and so on.
poverty is in America.
Furthermore, the findings
• An average American, now
provide a new and powerful
age 20, has about a 60 percent
argument for the relevance of an
chance of spending at least one
adequate social safety net, based
year living in poverty at some
on individual self-interest.
point in the future.
"For the majority of Ameri• By age 35, about 31 percent
cans, the question is not if they
of the U.S. population will have
will experience poverty, but
experienced a year in poverty.
when," the study stated. "Rather
By age 65, the figure rises to
than an isolated event that occurs
5 i percent, and by age 85, it
only to what has been labeled the
exceeds 66 percent.
'underclass,' the reality is that the
• African-Americans face
majority of Americans will
much more daunting odds—
encounter poverty firsthand
nearly 50 percent will experiduring their adult lifetimes."
ence a year of poverty before age
And, while the study clearly
25; more than 60 percent by age
contradicts the popular notion
35; nearly 85 percent by age 65;
that poverty is a problem chiefly
and a whopping 91 percent will
for blacks, its findings do
have spent a year in poverty by
demonstrate just how few blacks
age 75.
in this country are able to escape
Rank and Hirschl based their
completely the hardship of
study on official federal poverty
poverty in their lifetimes.
guidelines, which currently
"The fact that virtually every
consider a family of four with
African American will experience
an annual income of $16,000 or
poverty at some point during his
less to be living in poverty. Each
or her adulthood speaks volumes
year the levels of poverty are
as to the economic meaning of
adjusted to account for changes
being black in America," Rank
in the rate of inflation.
wrote.
BY GERRY EVERDING

Tim Franke, assistant professor of architecture, is developing an environmental master plan to protect
riparian corridors along the many creeks and streams in and around O'Fallon, III. (center, above), which
is located along Interstate 64 east of Fairview Heights.

Preserving a creek system
Franke helps guide development in O'Fallon, III.
BY ANN NICHOLSON

O'Fallon, 111., one of the fastest
growing communities in the
metropolitan area, has turned to
Tim Franke, assistant professor of
architecture, for help in preparing
a landscape and environmental
master plan to protect the city's
vital natural resources.
Through the School of
Architecture's Metropolitan
Research Center, Franke is helping
city officials take a new approach
to planning and zoning that
addresses economic growth by
seeking to protect the bedroom
community's agrarian vistas and
natural creek and forest systems.
"O'Fallon is still viewed as the
quintessential Midwestern town
with all the attributes that create
such places, including an agrarian
visual quality," Franke said.
"Environmental services are generally outside the bounds of what
most private planning consultants
provide — due to both the technical expertise required and the fact
that most master plans focus on
building, not preservation."
Franke's proposal is designed to
become an integral part of the
city's new comprehensive land-use
plan and development regulations.
Graduate research assistants Arjun
Mande and Bradley Shanks are
assisting Franke with the environmental plan. The plan focuses on
maintaining an ecologically
balanced riparian corridor, or
creek system, and developing a
citywide network of parks and
recreation facilities.

Schaal
Widely known expert
in plant evolution
— from page 1

plants from around the world —
wild rice from Brazil and China,
for instance, tomato species
from Chile and African trees,
along with endangered native
prairie plants.
She has used sophisticated
techniques to trace the origin of
the Third World staple crop
cassava, which feeds more than
600 million people worldwide,
and to study the evolution of
disease-resistance genes in
plants. She has worked extensively with the resources and
scientists at the Missouri
Botanical Garden, where she has
been a research associate since
coming to the University.
"Barbara Schaal is a professor
whom I have admired for many
years," said Edward S. Macias,
Ph.D., executive vice chancellor
and dean of Arts and Sciences. "I
am so pleased that the professional scientific community has
granted her this high honor. She
does important research and has

"Up to this point, the creek
systems had remained relatively
undisturbed because it was never
economically feasible to farm that
portion of the land," Franke said.
"But as new subdivisions are put in,
developers typically denude the
landscape of all vegetative covering
and replace a well-functioning
ecological system with a stormwater
retention pond. As segments of the
natural water system are destroyed,
the ecological system fails, leading
to downstream flooding and highly
degraded wildlife habitats."
Franke's plan suggests alternatives and seeks to establish a
protective, no-build zone around
the creeks. The plan also calls for
the creation of a linear park system
along the creeks that would include
hiking and bicycle trails.
Once primarily a farming town,
O'Fallon has become a prime
residential community in part due
to its proximity both to Scott Air
Force Base and St. Louis. With a
population of roughly 20,000
people, the city has gained about
850 new residents each year in the
last five years, spurring the
addition of roughly 200 new
single-family homes per year,
noted Ted Shekell, the city's
planning director, who has worked
closely with Franke on the plan.
"The work Tim has done for us
will help set the stage for quality
development and growth in
O'Fallon," Shekell said. "The
environmental plan recognizes the
need and trends for growth in the
community, while helping us to
develop in an environmentally

sensitive and responsible way."
O'Fallon city officials view the
plan as a set of guiding principles
for their own community and
hope it will serve as a model for
other East Side cities struggling to
balance growth with quality-of-life
concerns created by intense
development, said Mayor Gary
Graham, who was instrumental in
initiating the update of the city's
land-use and environmental plan.
Franke noted the overall benefit
of such planning. "Communities'
that have taken environmental
planning into account realize the
economic potential of these
systems for future growth," he said.
"Companies make decisions on
where to locate based in large part
on quality of life issues, and the
physical environment is certainly a
factor in attracting employers and
residents to any community."
Franke's work with O'Fallon not
only furthers the architecture
school's commitment to addressing
community design issues, but also
has spurred some additional
educational opportunities. Graduate students in Franke's studio last
fall prepared hypothetical design
proposals for the city. The Metropolitan Research Center also
recently sponsored lectures on
regional planning by Carl Steinitz, a
professor at the Harvard Graduate
School of Design, and Richard Toth,
a landscape architecture professor
at Utah State University. Toth and
Steinitz met with O'Fallon officials
to encourage the city's commitment
to environmental planning and to
support Franke's plan.

been a wonderful teacher to
students at all levels — from
freshmen to graduate students. I
can think of no one more
deserving."
Ralph S. Quatrano, Ph.D., the
Spencer T. Olin Professor in Arts
and Sciences and biology
department chair, was equally
enthusiastic. "Barbara's election to
the national academy is a
reflection of her seminal contributions to the field of population
and evolutionary processes
occurring in native plant species,"
Quatrano said.
"She has employed the most
recent genetic and molecular
approaches to study this important
field. This recognition of her scientific contributions and leadership
will further enhance the strengths
in this department in ecology,
population biology and evolution.
It also underscores our enhanced
commitment to the plant sciences
at Washington University and in
the St. Louis area."
A Chicago native, Schaal
attended the University of Illinois
at Chicago and graduated in 1969
with honors in biology. She
received a master's degree in 1971
and a doctorate in 1974, both
from Yale University. She was a
faculty member at the University

of Houston from 1974 to 1976 and
at Ohio State University from 1976
to 1980.
She has been a reviewer for
many professional journals,
including Science, Nature and
Evolution, and has served on
committees for the National
Institutes of Health and the
National Science Foundation. She
has been associate editor of
Molecular Biology and Evolution
since 1993. Schaal is a member of
the American Association for the
Advancement of Science; the
Botanical Society of America,
which she served as president; the
Genetics Society of America; and
the Society for Conservation
Biology, among other professional
organizations.
She was one of 60 Americans
elected to the academy this year in
recognition "of their distinguished
and continuing achievements in
original research." The academy
also elected 15 foreign associates.
The academy is a private
organization of scientists and
engineers dedicated to the furtherance of science. An act of Congress,
signed by President Abraham
Lincoln, established the academy in
1863 to act as an official adviser to
the government in matters of
science and technology.
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Medical School Update
Switch off the alarm Research suggests new way to think about asthma
patients with allergies don't
develop asthma. "That suggests
some other contributing event,"
Although most scientists
he said.
regard immune cells as the
He has focused on one of the
culprit in asthma, a new
study suggests that resident airway cellular signaling pathways that is
controlled by the JAK/STAT
cells might be at fault. These cells
family of molecules. This pathway
contain an anti-virus alarm
responds to cytokines released
system which, if not turned off,
during viral infection. When it is
triggers persistent inflammation.
activated, a protein called Statl
"I think this will change the
moves into the nucleus and
way people think about asthma,"
switches on certain genes. The
said Michael J. Holtzman, M.D.,
products of these genes attract
head of the research team. "And it
immune cells to fight the virus.
suggests therapeutic strategies
The JCI paper suggests that the
that have not previously been
same JAK/STAT pathway plays a
considered."
key role in asthma by operating
Holtzman is the Selma and
even in the absence of viral
Herman Seldin Professor of
infection.
Medicine, director of the Division
First, the researchers located
of Pulmonary and Critical Care
Statl in epitheMedicine and
lial cells they had
associate
professor of cell
'I think this will change brushed from
people's airways
biology and
the way people think and in biopsy
physiology. His
team reported its
about asthma. And it samples of the
airway lining. In
findings in the
suggests therapeutic healthy subjects
May 1 issue of
the Journal of
strategies that have not and subjects
with chronic
Clinical Investipreviously been
bronchitis, Statl
gation (JO).
was usually in
Lead author
considered."
the cytoplasm,
Deepak Sampath,
MICHAEL J. HOLTZMAN
where it
Ph.D., was one of
presumably was
Holtzman's
inactive. But in samples from 24
graduate students and now is a
people with asthma, it was usually
researcher with Wyeth-Ayerst.
in the nucleus, presumably
Twenty years ago, Holtzman
switching on genes.
obtained the first evidence that
the epithelial cells lining our
Statl enters the nucleus after
one of the JAK proteins gives it a
airways might actively defend the
body against infection. "Now it
phosphate group. The researchers
found phosphorylated Statl in
seems that these cells are in fact
epithelial cells brushed from the
specially programmed for host
asthmatic subjects. But the
defense and are abnormally
protein was not phosphorylated
programmed in people with
in immune cells retrieved from
asthma," he said.
the airway or in immune cells or
He questions the traditional
epithelial cells from the
view that asthma is entirely an
nonasthmatic subjects. Other
allergic response. In this scenario,
proteins that switch on inflammaan allergen such as dust or mold
tion-triggering genes were not
provokes immune cells to secrete
chemicals - cytokines - that rally
phosphorylated in any of the
samples.
more immune cells to the site,
triggering inflammation.
The researchers then looked
for consequences of Statl
Holtzman noted that many
asthmatic patients don't suffer
activation, focusing on the
from allergies and that most
products of genes Statl is known
BY LINDA SAGE

f

KTVI medical reporter Tom O'Neal, right, interviews Michael J. Holtzman, M.D., about his study that
suggests resident airway cells might be the culprit in asthma. These cells contain an anti-virus alarm
system which, if not turned off, triggers persistent inflammation.
to turn on. They found abnormally high levels of three inflammatory proteins in cells brushed
from the airway. These were Statl
itself, ICAM-1, which makes
immune cells stick to the airway,
and a protein that regulates
interferon production. Levels of
ICAM-1 correlated with the
number of immune cells (mostly
T cells) in the biopsy samples.
Finally, the researchers looked
for the cause of Statl activation.
Interestingly, interferon-gamma, a
critical anti-viral mediator and
the normal trigger for epithelial
Statl activation, was present only
at the usual low level found in
subjects with asthma.
"These findings, along with
others we've made in the past
several years, strongly suggest that
this epithelial signaling pathway is

Team receives $8.7 million for heart research
A research team led by Arnold W.
Strauss, M.D., professor of
pediatrics and of molecular
biology and pharmacology, has
received a five-year $8.7 million
Specialized Center for Research
(SCOR) grant. The SCOR grant,
from the National Heart, Lung,
and Blood Institute, will fund six
studies at three institutions on the
genetic basis of heart disease in
children.
"The main idea behind this
grant is to find genes that cause
heart disease in children," said
Strauss, who also is director of the
Division of Pediatric Cardiology.
"It's a relatively new concept that
congenital heart disease, such as
holes in the heart and other
defects, are due to defective genes."
In the first project, Zhi-Fang
Zhang, M.D., research assistant
professor of pediatrics, and Charles
E. Canter, M.D., associate professor
of pediatrics, will work with
Strauss to explore the genetic
causes of pediatric cardiomyopathy
or heart muscle disease in children,
a common cause of death. As well
as identifying the responsible
genes, they will analyze the
mechanisms of abnormal function
of the heart in animal models. In
this project, they hope to gain a
better understanding of the
proteins essential for normal
cardiac function.
In a second project, Daniel P.
Kelly, M.D., associate professor of
medicine and of molecular biology

and pharmacology, and Jean E.
Schaffer, M.D., assistant professor
of medicine and of molecular
biology and pharmacology, will
study defects in myocardial fatty
acid import and use, an important
cause of the inherited cardiomyopathy that can cause sudden
death in children and young
adults. They already have established and characterized genetically engineered mouse lines with
altered expression of proteins
involved in myocardial fatty acid
import and use. They will use
these mice to test the hypothesis
that accumulation of intracellular
lipid plays an early role in heart
failure and sudden death. The
results should provide significant
insight into the role of disturbances in myocardial lipid
metabolism and the pathogenesis
of inherited and acquired forms of
heart failure.
David B. Wilson, M.D., Ph.D.,
associate professor of pediatrics
and of molecular biology and
pharmacology, will lead a project
to study GATA-4, an important
factor in heart development.
Wilson; Anne V. Hing, M.D.,
assistant professor of pediatrics;
and Michael S. Watson, Ph.D.,
associate professor of pediatrics
and of genetics, will try to
determine how this molecule
contributes to congenital heart
disease. These results will provide
further evidence that a single
defective gene can produce

different anatomical abnormalities
in the heart.
In the fourth project, Robert P.
Mecham, Ph.D., professor of cell
biology and physiology and of
medicine, will focus on elastin,
the major connective tissue
protein of elastic structures such
as large blood vessels. Several
human diseases have been linked
to mutations in elastin. Mecham
and colleagues will determine
how these mutations alter the
functional properties of elastin,
leading ultimately to blood vessel
abnormalities.
The fifth and sixth projects
will take place in Utah and South
Carolina. In the fifth project,
H. Joseph Yost, Ph.D., associate
professor of oncological sciences at
the University of Utah, hopes to
advance the understanding of
genetic and environmental
disturbances that result in
congenital heart malformations in
children.
D. Woodrow Benson, M.D.,
Ph.D., professor of pediatrics and
cell biology and anatomy at the
Medical University of South
Carolina, is leading the sixth
project, which will explore the
genetic basis of congenital heart
disease.
Strauss also recently received a
$ 1 million grant from the
National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute to train fellows in
developmental cardiology and
pulmonary medicine.

unnecessarily activated in people
with asthma," Holtzman said. "In
contrast to what has been
presented in the past, asthma
appears to be linked to abnormal
cytokine signaling rather than to
a change in cytokine production.
Also, the abnormality appears to
be localized to a cellular pathway
that was not supposed to be part
of this disease. Reprogramming
of these controls for epithelial
immune-response genes helps
explain several missing pieces of
the asthma story."
In this regard, Holtzman said,
the findings offer the first example
linking abnormal behavior of JAK/
STAT pathways for cytokine
signaling to the development of an
inflammatory disease.
Activation of the JAK/STAT
pathway appears to be fundamen-

tal to asthma, Holtzman said,
because it was seen in all of the
asthmatic subjects regardless of
whether they had allergies or were
taking corticosteroids, which
suppress allergic symptoms.
Holtzman's previous work has
suggested a way to dampen the
JAK/STAT pathway and, it is hoped,
to alleviate asthma. He and his
colleagues discovered that adenovirus, which causes respiratory
infections, can sabotage the airway
cells' inflammatory response by
preventing Statl from activating
genes. So an aerosol of genetically
altered adenovirus that could stop
asthma without compromising
immunity might be a potential
therapy. "The virus has taken
advantage of us," Holtzman said,
"so perhaps we could take advantage of the virus."

Steven Miller named chief medical
officer of Barnes-Jewish Hospital
Steven B. Miller, M.D., associate and is chair of the Patient
Financial Services Subcommittee.
professor of medicine, has
been named chief medical officer
Joining the University faculty
of Barnes-Jewish Hospital.
in 1990 as an instructor of
The appointment, effective
medicine, Miller was promoted to
June 1, was announced by Peter L. assistant professor in 1991 and to
Slavin, M.D., president of Barnesassociate professor in 1997.
After graduating from the
Jewish.
"Steve is a well-known and
University of Missouri-Kansas
respected clinician and investigaCity School of Medicine in 1983,
he completed a residency
tor at Washington
University Medical
and chief residency in
Center, where he
medicine at the Univercurrently is an associate
sity of Colorado. He then
professor of medicine
trained as a fellow in
and director of the
nephrology at the
hypertension clinic in
Washington University
School of Medicine.
the School of
Miller is a member of
Medicine's Division of
Nephrology," Slavin
the American College of
said. "Steve also has
Physicians, the National
Miller: Respected
demonstrated remarkclinician, investigator Kidney Foundation and
the International Society
able management skills
in his role as medical director of
of Nephrology. He is president of
the BJC/WUSM Renal Network.
the National Kidney Foundation of
Eastern Missouri and Metro
In this role, he has been able to
work constructively and
East Inc.
collaboratively with both full-time
James P. Crane, M.D., the
and private practice physicians."
Faculty Practice Plan chief
executive officer, has been serving
Miller will oversee quality
as Barnes-Jewish chief medical
management, risk programs,
infection control, research affairs,
officer on an interim basis.
graduate medical education,
"I would like to thank Jim for
physician services and spiritual
his superb leadership and
care. He will maintain his nephrol- dedication, and I look forward to
ogy and hypertension practice.
continuing our work together to
Miller is a member of the
strengthen the partnership
between the School of Medicine
board of the medical school's
Faculty Practice Plan. He also
and Barnes-Jewish Hospital,"
serves on the Finance Committee
Slavin said.

4

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS

RECORD

University Events
Diabetes Research • Stress • Architects • Track and Field
biochemistry, Stanford U. School of
Medicine. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
362-0261.

"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place at Washington
University through May 15. For a full listing of
medical rounds and conferences, see the
School of Medicine's website at
medschool. wustl.edu/events/. For an
expanded Hilltop Campus calendar, go to
www. wustl. edu/thisweek/thisweek. html.

6:30 p.m. School of Architecture Forum tor
Contemporary Art lecture. Architects
Jacques Herzog and Pierre de Meuron will
lecture on their recent work. Steinberg Hall
Aud. (reception, 6 p.m., Givens Hall).
935-4636.

Thursday, May 13

Exhibitions

Noon. Genetics seminar. "The Use of
Miniature Inverted Repeat Transposable
Elements as Molecular Markers and for
Gene Discovery in Plants." Sue Wessler,
genetics dept., U. of Georgia. Genetics
Library, Room 823 McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg. 362-7072.

"Terra Incognita." Through July. Highlights
early printed accounts of exploration and
cultural encounters in the New World.
Special Collections, level 5 Olin Library.
935-5495.

Music

Lectures

Sunday, May 9

Thursday, May 6

1 p.m. Student piano recital. Students of
Kathi Kurtzman, applied music instructor,
will perform. Steinberg Hall Aud. 935-5574.

9 a.m. Diabetes research and training
center seminar. "Core Facilities for the
Diabetes Research Training Center." Mike
Mueckler, prof, of cell biology and
physiology. "Hyperglycemia, Apoptosis and
Embryogenesis—A Possible Explanation
for Fetal Malformations Associated with
Maternal Diabetes." Kelle Moley, obstetrics/
gynecology instructor. "Immunological
Events in Experimental Autoimmune
Diabetes." Emil Unanue, prof, of pathology.
"Beta Cells and Mass Spectrometers," John
Turk, prof, of medicine. "p-Cell Insulin
Resistance." Mike McDaniel, prof, of
pathology. "Diabetes Resulting from
Transgenic Manipulation of ATP-sensitive K
Channels." Colin Nichols, assoc. prof, of
cell biology and physiology. Eric P. Newman
Education Center. 362-8680.

Noon. Genetics seminar. "Vascular
Morphogenesis: A Human Genetics
Approach." Douglas Marchuk, genetics
dept., Duke U. Medical Center. Genetics
Library, Room 823 McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg. 362-7072.

Noon. Anesthesiology research seminar.
"Molecular Genetic Analysis of Developing
Pain Circuits." Zhou-Feng Chen, Calif. Inst.
of Technology. Room 5550 Clinical
Sciences Research Bidg. 362-3365.

1p.m. Thesis defense. "Role
of PAK Family Kinases in the
Cell Cycle of Budding
Yeast." Steve Holly,
molecular cell biology

Pllllin' their Weight Mike Riggs, front, and Brandon DeLaMater, both MBA 00, had a hand in
the tug of war on the intramural field Friday, April 30, during Olinpics II, an afternoon event for MBA
students, as well as faculty and staff, of the John M. Olin School of Business. Getting down to fun
and games, rather than business, attendees also enjoyed a three-legged race, water-balloon toss
and (raw) egg toss. Capping the celebration, sponsored by the International Business Council, an
MBA student group, was a barbecue at the Stanley Lopata Courtyard at Simon Hall.

&

Nearly 1,000 prospective students
visit campus during April Welcome
April Welcome brought almost
1,000 admitted students and
their families to campus to
experience the intellectual,
cultural, recreational and
community activities of the
University and the St. Louis area.
An additional 318 high school
seniors attended Multicultural
Celebration Weekend, held
April 15-18.
About 500 high school
juniors also took advantage of
the admissions office recruitment effort and visited the
campus in April.
"It was an exciting month,"
said Nanette Tarbouni, director
of admissions in the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions.
"The University community
continues to find unique and

friendly ways to welcome
students from around the
world. A sincere thank you to
all of the volunteers who
helped make this a successful
event."
The students were busy
with campus tours, attending
classes, meeting with faculty,
mingling with other students
and taking in the city's sights.
The prospective students are
part of an all-time record
17,105 applicants, an increase of
approximately 6 percent over
last year's record numbers.
Since 1994, applications have
risen by more than 120 percent.
About half of those who
attended the seventh annual
month-long event will enroll at
the University, Tarbouni said.

program student. Room 426 McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg. 362-3365.
4 p.m. Anatomy and neurobiology
lecture. The 43rd Annual Robert J.
Terry Lecture. "Neurodegeneration and
Strategies for Saving the Endangered
Neuron." Robert Sapolsky, prof, of
biological sciences, Stanford U. Moore
Aud., 660 S. Euclid Ave. 362-7043.
4 p.m. Cancer Center Seminar Series.
"Collaborating Oncogenes." Phillip
Leder, Harvard Medical School. Eric P.
Newman Education Center. 362-3365.

Friday, May 7
Noon. Cell biology and physiology
seminar. "Regulation of Ion Channels
and Transporters by Phosphatidylinositides." Don Hilgemann, physiology
dept., U. of Texas South Western
Medical Branch, Dallas. Room 426
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.
362-3365.
4 p.m. Neuroscience biweekly seminar.
"Cerebral Cortex for Adjustment and
Improvement of Auditory Information
Processing." Nobuo Suga, prof, of
biology. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
362-3365.
4 p.m. Pathology special seminar.
"Retroviral Mediated Gene Therapy in
the Treatment of Autoimmune Disease."
C. Garrison Fathman, prof, of medicine
and chair, Center for Clinical Immunology, Stanford U. Third Floor Aud.,
St. Louis Children's Hospital. 362-8740.
6 and 8:30 p.m. Travel Lecture Series.
"Where Is Patagonia?" Ken Armstrong,
television documentary producer. Cost:
$4.50. Graham Chapel. 935-5212.

Saturday, May 8
9 a.m. Neural Sciences Seminar Series.
"Spinal Cord Injury - From the Bench to the
Bedside, Advanced Rehabilitative Functional
Electrical Stimulation in Spinal Cord Injured
Patients." Graham Creasey, Cleveland Clinic.
Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 361-3365.

Worship
Thursday, May 13
12:30 p.m. Catholic Student Center
Ascension Thursday Mass. Catholic
Student Center, 6352 Forsyth Blvd. 7253358.

Sunday, May 16
11 a.m. Catholic Student Center Reunion/
Graduation Mass. Graham Chapel.
725-3358.

Monday, May 10
Noon-1 p.m. Molecular biology and
pharmacology seminar. "Cell Death
Mechanisms in Immune Regulation and
Function." John Russell, prof, of molecular
biology and pharmacology. The Phillip
Needleman Library, Room 3907 South Bldg.
362-2725.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "26 Views of T Cell Recognition."
Mark M. Davis, microbiology and
immunology dept., Howard Hughes Medical
Institute, Stanford U. Eric P. Newman
Education Center. 362-2763.

Sports
Friday, May 7
3 p.m. Men's and
women's outdoor
track and field.
WU Last Chance
Meet. Kelly Field.
935-5220.

Tuesday, May 11
Noon. Molecular Microbiology and
Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"Adhesion Signaling: Roles for Protein
Tyrosine Kinases and Small GTPases." Tom
Parsons, prof, of microbiology, U. of Va.
Medical School. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 362-7054.

Wednesday, May 12
6:30 a.m. Anesthesiology Grand Rounds.
"Obstetric Emergencies: What the
Obstetricians Need From Us." Charlie Gibbs,
chair, anesthesiology dept, U. of Colo.,
Boulder. Wohl Hospital Bldg. Aud. 362-2340.
4 p.m. Biochemistry and molecular biophysics seminar. "Replication of Herpes
Virus DNA." T. Robert Lehman, prof, of

...And more
Saturday, May 8
8 a.m. Office ol Continuing Medical
Education 11th Annual Physician's
Conference. "Osteoporosis." Eric P.
Newman Education Center. For costs and
registration, call 362-6891.

Saturday, May 15
8 a.m. Office of Continuing Medical
Education. "Excellence in Diabetes
Management." Eric P. Newman Education
Center. For costs and registration, call
362-6891.

Sports Section
Seventh annual W Club
golf outing planned
The Department of Athletics, in
conjunction with its athletics
booster club, is sponsoring the
Seventh Annual W Club Golf
Scramble June 28 at Algonquin
Golf Club in Glendale, Mo. The
event begins at 12:30 p.m. and is
the highlight of a full day which
includes lunch, cocktails,
dinner, a silent auction and
awards. Entry fee is $325 per
golfer ($1,300 for a foursome)
and includes the listed activities,
as well as greens fees, golf cart
and access to the driving range.
Deadline is June 12, but
interested persons should
respond as soon as possible as
the tournament is expected to
be full. Contact John Schael
(935-5288) or Joe Worlund
(935-5247) for more information or to register.

Baseball team SetS

on the next play. The nightcap

onships. Senior Priya Vajani

nPUf mark fnr MMnc
IICW IlldllVlUrWIIIo
The baseball team, which
remains in contention for a
postseason berth, established a
new school record for victories
in a season Saturday, May 1,
with a 4-0 and 2-1 doubleheader
sweep of visiting Webster
University at Kelly Field. The

made history as well, as Bears
second baseman Mark Glover
doubled with one out in the
fifth inning. Glover, who leads
the team with 15 two-baggers
in 1999, passed WU Hall of
Famer Cornell Foggk for most
doubles in a season. Foggie hit
14 doubles in 1986.
_.
.

and sophomore Nandini
Chaturvedula will compete in the
doubles competition. The field for
the championships consists of 32
singles participants and 16
doubles teams. As a team, the
Bears finished 18-4 in 1999 —
setting a school record for
victories in a season — and
placed second at the University

Bears (27-11) surpassed the

Three WOlTien tabbed

Athletic Association (UAA)

1985 team record of 25-12 by
claiming their 21st home win in
27 tries this season. The team,
which faces St. Louis-neighbor
Fontbonne College Thursday,
May 6, in a showdown for a
possible playoff berth, kept its
postseason hopes alive with a
dramatic victory in the nightcap.
Trailing 1 -0 in the bottom of the
sixth inning, the Bears went
ahead on a Steve Steinbruegge
sacrifice fly, and Mark
Bruggeman scored on an error

fgf NCAA OlaV
,
'
Three women's tennis team
players have qualified as
individuals for the 1999 NCAA
Division III Championships
Saturday-Monday, May 8-10,
on
the campus of the College
°f ^ew Jersey> Ewing. Katie
Abrams, who will compete in
me
singles competition, is the
nrst
freshman in Washington
u
- women's tennis history to
qualify for the NCAA Champi-

Championships. Six Bears were
named to the all-UAA squad.
Vajani earned second-team
honors for her performance at
No. 3 singles, while Abrams
teamed with Kat Copiozo for
second-team honors at No. 2
doubles. Sophomore Keli Leaf
earned second-team honors at
No. 6 singles and teamed with
Laura Marx for second-team
honors at No. 3 doubles. Freshman Shilpa Reddy earned secondteam honors at No. 5 singles.

Three tennis players
earn all-UAA honors
The men's tennis team, fresh
off its second-place finish at
the UAA Championships,
landed three players on the
all-UAA team. Freshman Mike
Feldman earned second-team
honors at No. 4 singles, while
junior Arun Nanjappa and
freshman Hugh Kirtley
combined to earn secondteam all-conference honors at
No. 3 doubles. The Bears
finished the season with a
17-4 record with all four
losses coming to ranked
teams. Nanjappa, the team's
top singles player with an 18-3
record (12-3 at No. 1 singles)
is expected to receive an
invitation to the 1999 NCAA
Division III Championship
singles tournament May 17-19
in Claremont, Calif.

record.wustl.edu
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May 17 Staff Day offers
food, fun and frolics
BY CHRISTINE FARMER

Let's do lunch!
Staff and administrative
personnel from the Hilltop and
West campuses will be treated to a
free lunch May 17 along with a full
day's activities at the 24th annual
Staff Day. The event honors nonacademic employees' contributions
to the University's success.
Along with the program's
traditional features — golf,
Softball, biking in Forest Park —
this year's event adds three artists
drawing free caricatures. Two of
the artists are current students in
the School of Art and the other is
an alumnus.
Staff Day kicks off at 10:30 a.m.
with the Staff Service Award and
Recognition Ceremony in Edison
Theatre. Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton will host the program,
assisted by the University's vice
chancellors. The ceremony will
honor those with 10, 15,20, 26 and
30-plus years of service and
includes the presentation of the
second annual Gloria W. White
Distinguished Service Award. The
award recognizes a staff member
for exceptional effort and contribution that result in the betterment of the University.
A buffet lunch of honey grilled
chicken, hamburgers, bratwurst,
pasta marinara with vegetables,
potato and fruit salads, cookies,
brownies, iced tea and lemonade
will follow at noon in Bowles Plaza.
Staff can participate in various
games and activities from 1 to
3 p.m. or visit the arts and crafts
exhibit in Mallinckrodt Center.
The tennis courts, track, indoor
and outdoor pools and the Fitness

Center will be available for use,
and great prizes are waiting to be
won at bingo in Holmes Lounge.
It's not too late to sign up for
the following:
• Golf at Forest Park — Call
Pauline Farmer at 935-5822;
• A campus tour — Call Jim
Burmeister at 935-5801;
• Bridge and other card games
— Call Jo Simpson at 935-5185;
• A bike ride at Forest Park —
Call Bobbe Winters at 935-6231;
• Volleyball — Call Janine
Prost-Domasky at 935-5005;
• Softball — Call Diane
Woepke at 935-4161;
• Arts and crafts show — Call
Jane Brown at 935-5934.
Champions in Softball,
volleyball and golf will be awarded
trophies, and winners of the arts
and crafts show will be presented
with plaques.
"One of the reasons staff day
was originated," said Ann Prenatt,
director of employee relations and
human resource management,
"was to recognize years of service
and staff members' contributions
to the University. It's a thank you
for lots of hard work. This is a
great opportunity for staff
members to make new friends,
relax, have lunch and have some
fun in the afternoon."
The grand finale of the day is
at 3:30 p.m. in Bowles Plaza when
the winning names will be drawn
for two pairs of airline tickets to
anywhere in the domestic United
States. Winners must be present to
win the prize.
In case of inclement weather,
the Staff Day lunch will be held in
Mallinckrodt Center. For more
information, call 935-5990.

Annetta Vickers (right), a graduate of "The Business of Construction" course, receives a certificate of
completion from Sandra Marks (left), the University's director of supplier diversity programs. The
University and the Associated General Contractors of St. Louis co-sponsored the course to help
contractors compete in the construction industry. Thomas H. McLaughlin, president of the AGC,
looks on.

Building business
inority, women contractors benefit from course
BY CHRISTINE FARMER

In an effort to promote, support
and facilitate research throughout
the University, Theodore J. Cicero,
Ph.D., vice chancellor for research,
has created a website that has
everything from funding resources
and grant-writing tips to policies
and workshops.
The website can be accessed
from the University's home page or
at http://research.wustl.edu.
"University faculty and research
administrators have provided
feedback regarding research support
services, and they ranked increased
communication as a priority issue,"
Cicero said. "Improved communication regarding funding opportunities, proposal development tools
and formal communication of
research-related policies and
procedures were items of particular
interest."
A list of major funding resources, including University
subscriptions, is included in the
website. The site also has:

• The daily updated Community of Science, which is considered
the most comprehensive searchable
funding database on the market.
• The Grant Advisor, a new
subscription that provides
funding opportunities by categories with a 90-day deadline list.
• The E-bulletin, a publication
of the University's research office
that contains funding news and
policy changes.
Researchers can access the
proposal help page for grantwriting tips, applications and
forms. The policy information
page is broken into three categories — conflict of interest,
research integrity and intellectual
property.
Cicero said areas he would like
to develop further include grants
and contract information, training/
instruction opportunities,
additional on-line funding
opportunities, and research-related
policies and policy changes.

Tie first graduates of a course
for emerging contractors,
co-sponsored by the University and the Associated General
Contractors of St. Louis (AGC),
were recognized at a luncheon
Thursday, April 29, in Brookings
Hall.
"The Business of Construction"
course was designed to help
St. Louis area contractors compete
in the construction industry and
to help the University increase
minority and women participation
in campus construction projects.
"We hope to develop relationships with smaller contractors and
that those relationships prosper
and grow and become long-term
relationships," said Executive Vice
Chancellor Richard A. Roloff, a
member of the program's steering
committee. "The whole program
has just been wonderful."
Roloff and Thomas H.
McLaughlin, AGC president,
congratulated the 20 business
owners who completed the sixmonth course. Roloff offered them
some words of advice and
concluded: "We are going to make
as much of an effort as we can to
be sure minority and womenowned businesses get as much
work here as possible."
The course, which began in
October, is a unique combination
of lectures and hands-on workshops. Topics covered in the course
include business planning,
marketing, estimating, accounting,

Honors

on American Culture" and
"Daughters: On Family and
Fatherhood."
Early recently edited "The
Muhammad Ali Reader" and
"Body Language: Writers on
Sports." Other editorships include
"Lure and Loathing: Essays on
Race, Identity and Ambivalence of
Assimilation" and "Speech and
Power: The African-American
Essay and Its Cultural Content."
Early is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences
and a regular commentator on
National Public Radio's "Fresh
Air." He also served as a consultant on Ken Burns' Public Broadcasting System documentary
"Baseball."
Marcus Raichle pioneered the
use of noninvasive imaging to
understand brain function.
Working with colleagues at the
University, Raichle helped develop
many of the basic experimental
strategies used worldwide to map

the human brain with positron
emission tomography (PET) and
more recently, with functional
magnetic resonance imaging.
Using PET, Raichle initially
helped map specific brain areas
used in functions such as seeing,
hearing, speaking and remembering. Additional work with both
imaging techniques has provided
an increasingly sophisticated view
of how the normal human brain
works. Maps of brain chemistry
and metabolism complement
these images. In combination,
these studies tell us not only how
brain activity relates to behavior,
but also how health problems
such as stroke, depression, anxiety
and Parkinson's disease affect
brain function.
Raichle, a member of the
faculty since 1971, is a member of
the National Academy of Sciences,
the Institute of Medicine and the
American Academy of Arts and
Sciences.

New website provides guidance,
resources for research support

Revered professors
receive new awards
— from page 1
• recognized prominence within
the community of scholars;
• service and dedication to the
betterment of the University; and
• respected accomplishments in
teaching.
Gerald Early, who joined the
faculty in 1982, is a nationally
recognized essayist. He is the
author of numerous volumes,
including "The Culture of
Bruising: Essays on Prizefighting,
Literature and Modern American
Culture," which won the 1994
National Book Critics Circle
Award for criticism. Other books
include "One Nation Under a
Groove: Motown and American
Culture," "Tuxedo Junction: Essays

James Jackson, president of
Mcjac Electric Inc. in Florissant,
said even after seven years in the
business he learned a great deal
that he will be able to implement.
"It was an excellent course," he
said. "The professors were very
interesting and it was diversified.
They covered a lot of ground, and
everyone was enthusiastic about the
class. There were lots of questions
asked and experiences related."
Annetta Vickers, president of
T.A.B. Co. Inc., a year-old business,
also said the networking opportunities were invaluable. She and
other graduates spent much of
Thursday giving informal presentations to business managers on all
of the University's campuses.
"One of the reasons I got in the
program was to make sure that I
am a qualified minority and
woman-owned business," Vickers
said. Now I am just looking
forward to reaping the benefits."
The entire steering committee
and the course participants
attributed much of the course's
success to Sandra Marks, the
University's director of supplier
diversity programs, who organized
the course.
"This is not the end," Marks
told the audience. "We will offer
periodic seminars and symposiums for graduates of the course,
and we hope many businesses will
become part of our team of
vendors and suppliers."
The course will be offered again
in October. Tuition is $100 with a
$50 reimbursement on completion.

banking, project and personnel
management, scheduling and
safety. AGC leaders and faculty
from the John M. Olin School of
Business were instructors.
"In my mind the partnership
between industry and education
shows-what can happen when
people sit down together and
tackle an issue," said Leonard
Toenjes, executive vice president of
the AGC. "The contractors get the
academic, theoretical part from the
University professors and the
practical applications from the
association. It's a fabulous thing
for these new businesses. I am just
tickled to death with the results."
Ivan James, president of Ivan
James & Associates Inc., a supply
company, was among the graduates receiving framed certificates
of completion.
"I thought it was an excellent
opportunity to learn about the
business aspects and detailed
construction issues," he said. "It
gave me good insight, and it was
most beneficial to learn how to
control and track costs. I had set
expectations at the beginning of the
course, and it far exceeded them."
Sharon Tielke, president of
TGB Inc., which has been in
business for 16 years, also had
nothing but praise for the course.
"It was very beneficial and a
great opportunity to meet other
contractors in similar situations,"
she said. "It was a great relationship builder, and the bottom line is
you do business with those you
have relationships with."

Gerald L. Early, Ph.D. (left), and Marcus E. Raichle, M.D., enjoy a
moment together at the Chancellor's Gala Saturday, May 1, when
they were announced as the recipients of the first Faculty Achievements Awards at the University.
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Spirituality
Students exploring
issues of faith
— from page 1

of their lives," Braun continued.
"They have so many options in
any given hour that it feels like life
is zooming. The information they
can access, which would have
taken me eight hours, they can do
in two minutes. Everything is
telescoped. It makes them a little
more intentional about their lives.
"But they're also driven here
by gratitude," Braun said.
"Experiences of awe and wonder
drive them to their knees."
David Levy felt that wonderment. This past December, the
sophomore graphic design major
whose parents "were actually
afraid that I'd go to college and
get rid of Judaism altogether" was
aboard a plane with 800 other
college students (12 from WU),
en route to Israel. "We touched
down and people were cheering
and going nuts," he said. "Just
from the emotion of being in
Israel."
That fervor soon paled relative
to Levy's first experience at the
hallowed Wailing Wall. "I was
there. And I couldn't even speak,"
he said haltingly. "I didn't even
know what to do. I realized that
there was so much to this. There
is so much I didn't know. It was
just an overwhelming feeling.
People were just bent over crying.
You touch it... Speechless."
The transcendence that Levy
experienced went beyond the
realm of practical religion to the
ethereal, the truly spiritual.
"I would say that spirituality is
coloring everything around you
with shades of infinity — looking
at things beyond their outward
proportion," said Osman Handoo,
a junior double-majoring in
political science and Arabic
studies.
"You can be a spiritual person
and look at something that is
mundane and really see God
working," he continued. "For

Lemur
Architecture students
craft winning design
— from page 1

an improvement for the lemurs,
who will be able to get out into
the sunshine and take advantage
of an enriching environment
with the cage's various nooks,
perches, swings and logs,"
Porton said. "The winning
design was very well crafted and
provides an overall structure
that is strong, visually appealing
and allows a variety of usable
spaces for the lemurs."

Juniors John Nguyen (left) and Charlotte Moody take time to pause
for reflection and prayer at the Catholic Student Center.
instance, if you had a tree and you
had a capitalist look at it, he would
think in terms of lumber; if you
had a poet look at it, he would
look at it in terms of its beauty and
would try to describe it; if you
have a spiritual person look at it,
he would see it in terms of God's
majesty and God's grace. So
spirituality for me is seeing the
divine in everything and being
aware of God, being aware of our
own baser tendencies and striving
to uphold the laws of God in our
lives."
Handoo, a Muslim born to
immigrant parents in Kentucky
and raised in Kansas City, said that
his faith makes the internal
behavioral tug-of-war inherent in
college life easier to handle. "For
me, temptation on this campus has

never been that much of a problem," he said. "In Islam, the more
that you increase in love for God
and the more you become committed to following his law out of love,
then temptation becomes much,
much less difficult. The little
decisions, the little problems in life
fall away."
The paradox is that, by nature,
the college years are self-absorbing,
whereas religion preaches selflessness.
"Yes, at this university we're
trying to rise to the top and we
want to better our worldly prospects — as well as increase our
knowledge," Handoo said. "And
that, necessarily, is a concern of the
self. Broadly speaking, our job at
this university is to develop
ourselves and not necessarily

Porton added that the
partnership with the School of
Architecture was invaluable. "We
really learned a lot from the
variety of proposals the students
presented," she said. "All of the
students' designs were really well
done, and we plan to incorporate
ideas from some of the other nine
teams."
Gay Lorberbaum, affiliate
associate professor of architecture, said the "vacation homes"
for the lemurs provided a
challenging project for the
students, who initially roughed
out their ideas in small-scale
models, then created quarter-size
structures and finally returned to
making finely detailed, small-scale

models to present in the competition.
Architecture students on the
other two finalist teams were
Becky Raup, Ryohei Saito,
Richard Stewart and Amanda
Verbeck; and Harriet Grindel,
Megan McCreery, Matt Teichner
and junior Jeff Russell, who is also
majoring in engineering.
Lorberbaum teaches the
sophomore design course with
two other affiliate associate
professors, William Wischmeyer
and M. Jana Pereau. Wischmeyer
said the studio traditionally
selects a project that combines
working with real clients and
community service.
"The studio is designed to give
the students an introduction to
the world of clients, who provide
a different type of feedback than
the students customarily receive
in class from academics and
architecture professionals," he
said. "It also emphasizes that
architects have a responsibility to
contribute their knowledge and
skills to the community and work
for the common good."

Employment
Use the World Wide Web to obtain complete job descriptions. Go to cf6000.wustl.edu/hr/home
(Hilltop) or medicine.wustl.edu/wumshr (Medical).

Hilltop
Campus
Information regarding
positions may be
obtained in the Office of
Human Resources,
Room 130, West
Campus. If you are not a
WU staff member, call
935-9836. Staff
members call 935-5906.

Researcher 990242
Administrative
Assistant 990243
Gift Accountant
990244
Technical Secretary

990245
Payroll Services
Representative
990249
Administrative Aide
990254

Scholarship
Coordinator 990220

Systems Administrator 990255

Residential College
Director (two
positions) 990221-222

Senior Contract
Management Liaison
(two positions)
990258-259

Administrative
Assistant 990226
Associate Director,
Computing Center
Operations 990228
Counselor/Financial
Analyst 990230
Manager 990233
Loan Coordinator
990240
EDI Support
Technician 990241

Contract Management
Liaison (three
positions) 990260262
Purchasing
Coordinator (four
positions) 990264267
Administrative
Assistant I 990268

Department
Secretary 990269
Accounts Payable
Service Representative Trainee 990274
Research Technician
990275
Director of Special
Events 990276
Research Assistant
990277
Serial Assistant
990278
Capital Project
Administrative
Assistant 990279
Billing Service
Representative
990281

Medical
Campus
This is a partial list of
positions at the School of
Medicine. Employees:
Contact the medical
school's Office of Human
Resources at 362-7196.
External candidates:
Submit resume's to the
Office of Human
Resources, 4480 Clayton
Ave., Campus Box 8002,
St. Louis, Mo. 63110, or
call 362-7196.
Administrative
Secretary 990831
Insurance Billing and
Collection II990951

Circulation Assistant
990282

Grants/Budget
Specialist 991242

Computer Support
Specialist 990283

Coder II 991294

Department
Secretary 990284
Office Manager
990285
Business Manager
990286

Senior Programmer
Analyst 991306
Secretary III 991363
Shipping & Receiving
Clerk 991364
Research Patient
Coordinator 991375

develop our spirits. You can
definitely get caught up in all the
different demands on time and
energy that this school can put
on you.
"But once you have a genuine
realignment of the soul and you
really want to move forward in
your spiritual progress, then it's
not as difficult anymore," he said.
It's a quest that's easier said
than done, Braun said. "Wash U.
kids are so driven," he said.
"What I dealt with when I was
25, they were dealing with at 15.
It's something akin to a mid-life
crisis at an early age. What sets
Wash U. students apart from
other schools that I've worked
with is the underlying perfectionism — the inner dissatisfaction with who they are and the
inability to differentiate who they
are from what they do. There's an
insidious, toxic perfectionism
here. If they separate out who
they are from what they do,
they're so much freer and so
much happier.
"I think it's an experience of
divinity for them to forget
themselves," Braun said. "These
years are so self-conscious, these
years are so self-promoting, that
when they're helping someone
else for a minute, for a flash, for a
nano-second, they're forgetting
themselves. And that's a spiritual
moment."
Religion has always been
strong in relaying that deeper
sense of meaning, said Ahmet T
Karamustafa, Ph.D., associate
professor of Islamic thought and
religious studies and director of
the Religious Studies Program in
Arts and Sciences. "Religion has
the facility to supply people with a
sense of purpose and also a sense
of belonging to a greater whole,"
he said. "It's quite clear that
students these days need both.
"They need to supply their
lives with meaning, with
something that goes beyond the
commonsensical, everyday
experience," he said. "As well,
they need something that makes
them feel like it's not just them,
their isolated selves, thrown into
a life full of other isolated

individuals — but that there is a
greater unit. Religious communities provide this in ways that some
students had not experienced
before coming to college. They
discover this as a possibility."
And the accompanying surge in
academic interest is heartening,
said Fatemeh Keshavarz, Ph.D.,
associate professor of Persian
language and literature, director of
the Center for the Study of Islamic
Societies and Civilizations, and
Karamustafa's spouse. "I think it's
very healthy that they're not doing
this just outside classrooms," she
said. "They want to explore this in
all its possible dimensions. They
would like to experience it on a
spiritual, personal level — but
they would also like to explore it
intellectually. I think this is a very
good sign. They want to still keep
a critical mind."
Added Karamustafa: "Quite
clearly, students are making
another kind of statement, that
they want to think about the
fundamental questions of life while
they're in college. This is something
that perhaps we have not always
been too responsive to. When you
look at the curriculum, yes, there
are very important social, political,
economic and environmental issues
that are discussed in our courses —
but perhaps the deeper, personal
fundamental questions are not
always as rigorously addressed in
courses."
Today's students are asking for
and receiving affirming messages
in their place of worship, in the
classroom — and even in their
residence halls. Three times a
semester, 400 Jewish students —
many of whom are on the
South 40 — receive and share
boxes containing candles, wine
and bread. "We call it 'Sabbath in a
Box,'" said Rabbi Hyim Shafner of
Hillel. The ultimate Happy Meal,
one might say.
"There's been an incredible
response," said Shafner. "We realize
that not everybody wants to come
to Hillel — but they might want
something Jewish. Their souls are
talking to them."
And many students are
listening.

Harvey

programs, "Paul Harvey Comments" and "Dilemma." The latter
is generally viewed as the
prototype for today's talk show
format. In fact, Angel Harvey is
responsible for introducing a
number of stylistic and programmatic changes that are commonplace today, such as the humorous "kicker" and the addition of
news features
within a
newscast.
Harvey
earned both
bachelor's
and master's
degrees in
English from
Washington
University.
Harvey: Leader
An active
in American radio
and involved
member of the University
community, Harvey is a Life Eliot
Patron of the William Greenleaf
Eliot Society and an ardent
advocate for the development of
the University's American
Culture Studies Program. For her
efforts on behalf of the University, she received a Distinguished
Alumni Award in 1997. In 1998,
Harvey was awarded an honorary
doctorate in humanities.
"Angel Harvey is a superstar
graduate of Washington University," said William H. Danforth,
chairman of the Board of
Trustees. "She is a very accomplished individual who, with her
husband, Paul, has educated and
enlightened millions of Americans. This generous gift will
continue to educate young people
for generations to come."
The gift is part of the Campaign for Washington University,
which seeks to raise $ 1 billion in
gift support by mid-2004. To
date, the effort has raised
$676 million.

American culture
studies advocate
— from page 1

inducted as the first producer in
the Radio Hall of Fame, one
highlight in a brilliant career in
collaboration with her husband,
Paul Harvey. She is credited with
shaping the way American
audiences receive radio and
television news.
As producer of the program
"Paul Harvey News," Angel
Harvey's influence has been felt
for more than 35 years. Today,
"Paul Harvey News" still holds
the No. 1 spot for audience
ratings. It is carried by almost
1,500 ABC network affiliates and
more than 400 stations abroad.
Other nationally aired and
highly successful programs she
has developed and produced
include the four-minute radio
segments called "The Rest of the
Story" and two television

Campus Watch
The following incidents were reported to University Police from April 26-May 2. Readers
with information that could assist in investigating these incidents are urged to call
935-5555. This release is provided as a public service to promote safety awareness
and is available on the University Police Website at rescomp.wustl.edu/-wupd.

April 26

April 30

9:08 p.m. — A student reported
that he was robbed of $8 while
walking on Melville Avenue at
Kingsbury Boulevard in University City. He said two men pushed
him and announced a robbery. He
said one of the men told him he
had a pistol under his shirt.
University City police are
handling the investigation.

7:39 a.m. — A student reported
that a man entered his apartment
on Millbrook Boulevard and took
several video games and video
game equipment, valued at $710.
University Police also responded to
seven vandalism reports, seven theft
reports, two harassment reports, one
additional burglary report, one auto
accident and one fire.
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Notables
Of note
Third-year law student Richard
Garden, a member of the School
of Law's Phillip C. Jessup International Moot Court team, received
second place as High Oralist in
the International Moot Court
World Cup in Washington, D.C.,
which drew 65 teams from 47
countries. The law school's team,
which had won the regional
competition, placed fifth overall
for its memorial in the written
portion of the international
rounds. Other team members are:
third-year law students Robert
Tomilson and Michelle
Noltemeyer and second-year law
students Gilbert Sison and
Andrew Ruben. Ruben placed
10th as High Oralist in the world
cup....
William J. Catalona, M.D.,
professor of surgery, received the
Benjamin Stockwell Barringer
medal at the April meeting of the
American Association of Genitourinary Surgeons in Naples, Fla.

The medal recognizes Catalona's
significant contributions to the
field of urologic cancer....
The Journal of Accounting
Research will hold its 1999
conference in honor of Nicholas
Dopuch, Ph.D., the Hubert C. and
Dorothy R. Moog Professor of
Accounting and director of the
Ph.D. program in the business
school, for his many contributions
to accounting research. The
conference, titled "Credible
Financial Reporting," is sponsored
by the KPMG Peat Marwick
Foundation and will be held May
7 and 8 at the University of
Chicago Graduate School of
Business. Known for his encouragement of innovation in
accounting research, Dopuch has
played a crucial role in research
on capital markets, behavioral and
market studies in auditing
research, and agency theory,
which features the application of
economics to accounting. He
served as editor of the prestigious
journal from 1969 to 1984 and as
co-editor since 1985.....
Benjamin Johnson, a senior

Business students win finance
case competition at Tulane
The team from the John M. Olin
School of Business won first
place in the third annual Hollywood Marine Bank Finance Case
Competition, held April 17 at
Tulane University in New Orleans.
Three second-year MBA
students — Sinisa Mali, Joseph
Terracina and Eric Veiel — and
first-year MBA student Joe
Hanzlik comprised the team,
which won the top prize of
$3,000. The four other teams in
the competition, all from the
southern region, were from
Tulane, Emory University in
Atlanta, Rice University in
Houston and the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
All teams were given the case,
which was set in the 1980s and
involved a manufacturing
company heavily in debt but
seeking an additional loan for an
acquisition. Each team had six
hours to analyze the case and
prepare a PowerPoint presentation to convince "bankers" — the
judges — to grant the loan. Judges
were prominent New Orleans
business persons, alumni of
Tulane.

Scott Greenfield, a 1999 MBA
candidate, one of three co-chairs of
the Olin Finance Club, was integral
to the selection and organization
of the team. He and all team
members, who hadn't previously
worked together as a team, plan
careers in finance.
After graduation, Greenfield
will be senior financial analyst at
Intel Corp. in Portland, Ore.; Mali
will be a senior associate in the
financial advisory services group of
Deloitte & Touche in Prague,
Czech Republic; Terracina will be
an associate in the private equity
group of Mesirow Financial in
Chicago; and Veiel will be an
associate in securities research at
A.G. Edwards & Sons in St. Louis.
Hanzlik will intern this summer in
investment banking at Edward
Jones in St. Louis.
Veiel said the competition was a
great learning experience. "It put
the team in a tight time frame," he
said, "and the pressure was
unbelievable. Luckily, our team
was low-key, and we stayed calm
and focused. Team dynamics is
often more important than
smartness."

Student Union presents
annual teaching awards
The Academic Affairs Committee
of the Student Union recently
presented awards for professors of
the year, advisers of the year and
teacher assistants of the year in the
University's five undergraduate
schools, based on nominations
from students.
Professor of the Year Awards in
Arts and Sciences went to
Raymond E. Arvidson, Ph.D., the
James S. McDonnell Distinguished
University Professor and chair of
the Department of Earth and
Planetary Sciences; Nancy P. Pope,
Ph.D., adjunct assistant professor
of English and assistant dean of
the Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences; and James Patout
Burns Jr., Ph.D., the Thomas and
Alberta White Professor of
Christian Thought in the Classics
Department.
Other professors of the year are
Jackson A. Nickerson, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of organization
and strategy in the John M. Olin
School of Business; William
Mentor, lecturer in the School of
Art; Bob Hansman, assistant
professor of architecture; and Ruth
Okamoto, D.Sc, assistant professor

of mechanical engineering.
Advisers of the year are Sara L.
Johnson, J.D., associate dean in
the College of Arts and Sciences;
Georgia Bennington, assistant
dean in the School of Art; Gia
Daskalakis, assistant professor of
architecture and director of the
undergraduate architecture
program; and Jay R. Turner, D.Sc,
associate professor of chemical
engineering and assistant professor of engineering and policy.
Teacher assistants of the year are
Sean Dingman, a doctoral
graduate student in chemistry in
Arts and Sciences; Wayne Adams, a
graduate student in art; Jon Rooze,
a bachelor of arts degree candidate
with a major in architecture; and
Victoria Winn, a master's degree
candidate in civil engineering.
Additionally, the committee
presented two Student Services of
the Year Awards, which are given to
the academic-related student
services office or department that
best serves students. The winners
are the School of Engineering and
Applied Science's Technical Writing
Center and the John M. Olin
School of Business Computer Lab.

in the Department of English in
Arts and Sciences, recently was
awarded an Andrew W. Mellon
Fellowship in Humanistic Studies
by the Woodrow Wilson National
Fellowship Foundation in
Princeton, N.J. The fellowship —
which was awarded to 98 winners
from a field of nearly 800
applicants — is the only national
humanities graduate award. The
one-year award includes payment
of all tuition and fees as well as a
$14,500 stipend....
Deborah L. Shair, a graduate
student in Romance languages
and literatures in Arts and
Sciences, has received the Dean's
Award for Teaching Excellence
from Robert E. Thach, Ph.D., dean
of the Graduate School of Arts
and Sciences. Shair was cited for
outstanding work in instructing
undergraduates....
Arielle Stanford, M.D., and
Audrey Ettinger, Ph.D., have
received the 1999 Academic
Women's Network Student
Leadership Awards. The awards
honor graduating female students
of the medical school and
graduate divisions for distinguished service and contributions
to women's health issues....
Radhakrishna Sureshkumar,
Ph.D., assistant professor of
chemical engineering, is a recipient
of the National Science Founda-

tion (NSF) Career Development
Award. The award will provide
$200,000 over four years to support
his research and educational
activities. NSF Career Awards are
highly competitive grants given to
junior faculty in support of quality
research and education. Under the
Career Award program, NSF also
will match up to $100,000 of
financial support from external
sources. Sureshkumar and his
students will address the core
elements that are required to
design and control polymerprocessing operations. Their
experiments will employ digital
particle image velocimetry as well
as infrared imaging techniques.
Sureshkumar also has identified a
comprehensive plan to provide
educational experiences for
students ranging from kindergarten through high school to
graduate school....
The Association of Women
Faculty recently presented three
Graduate Student Awards, which
are designed to recognize scholarly
excellence and leadership potential
among women students in the
second year of graduate school or
beyond. Tiffany Tibbs, a thirdyear doctoral student in clinical
psychology with a concentration
in health psychology, won the
Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences award. Robin Dowell, a

second-year student in the School
of Engineering and Applied
Science's biomedical engineering
program, won the professional
schools award. Melissa A.
Banjak, who is in the final,
semester of the part-time master's
degree program in American
culture studies, won the first
University College award. ...
Second-year law student
Victoria Zerjav recently was
elected director of the Internships
and Studies Abroad in International Law exchange program for
the International Law Students
Association.

Speaking of
Jo Noero, the Ruth and Norman
Moore Professor of Architecture
and director of the graduate
program in architecture, gave a
presentation on "Race, Ethnicity
and Museums" at the international Salzburg SeminarSmithsonian Institution's
Symposium on Public History
and National Identity held in
Salzburg, Austria. Noero discussed the role of memory and
architecture as it relates to the
Apartheid Museum that he has
been commissioned to design for
Port Elizabeth, South Africa.

school honors alumni
The School of Architecture
will honor outstanding
alumni at its sixth annual
Distinguished Alumni Awards
Dinner Friday, May 7, in Holmes
Lounge. Carol Rusche Bentel, AIA,
FAAR; Bernard Bortnick, FAIA;
Theodore Christner, AIA; King
Graf, AIA; and Andrew Metter,
FAIA, will receive Distinguished
Alumni awards. Bernard Deffet
will receive the Young Alumni
Award, honoring a graduate from
the last 15 years, and Jerome J.
Sincoff, FAIA, will be awarded the
1999 Dean's Medal for service to
the school.
Bentel is a partner in the New
York-based firm Bentel 8c Bentel
Architects. She has taught and
lectured in the United States and
abroad and won numerous
competitions, including first place
with her husband, Paul Bentel, in
an arts competition for Times
Square. She received a bachelor of
arts degree with a major in
architecture in 1979 from
Washington University and a
master of architecture degree in
1981 from North Carolina State
University. Bentel also studied
architecture in Italy as a Fulbright
Scholar and a Fellow of the
American Academy of Rome. She
currently is completing her
doctoral dissertation in history,
theory and criticism at the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.
Bortnick is design principal
and senior vice president for HDR
Architecture Inc. in Dallas, where
he has designed award-winning
projects in the United States and
abroad, most notably in Mexico.
After studying at the Kansas
City Art Institute and School of ■
Design, Bortnick enrolled in the
Washington University School of
Architecture, where he received a
bachelor of architecture degree in
1960.
While here, Bortnick studied
with the late celebrated Dutch
architect Jacob Bakema and later
worked in the offices of
VandenBroek and Bakema in
Rotterdam, Holland. He also
practiced in Israel; worked as a
designer for Hellmuth, Obata and
Kassabaum (HOK) in St. Louis;
and taught at the School of
Architecture.
Christner is chairman of
Christner Inc, an award-winning

St. Louis-based design firm he
founded in 1963. His work in the
St. Louis region includes the
Butterfly House at Faust Park,
MetroLink station and Interfaith
Chapel at Lambert-St. Louis
International Airport and the
Shoenberg Temperate House at
the Missouri Botanical Garden.
He has served as chair of the
school's Annual Fund and the
40th Reunion Committee and as a
member of the Commission for
the Future. Christner also is chair
of the school's Eliot Society
Membership Committee and a
member of both the Alumni
Advisory Council and the
National Council. He received a
bachelor of architecture degree in
1957.
Graf is retired vice-chairman
of HOK, where he worked from
1956-1995. He was instrumental
in launching the firm's regional
office in Dallas in 1974 and has
worked throughout North and
South America, the Middle East,
Europe and the Asia/Pacific
region. After receiving a bachelor
of architecture degree in 1953,
Graf spent three years serving in
the U.S. Navy in the Pacific fleet.
Having been chair of the school's
effort in the Alliance Campaign
and on the National Council, he
currently is co-chair of the Major
Gifts Committee in the Campaign
for Washington University.
Metter is vice president of
architectural design at the
Chicago-based firm A. Epstein
and Sons International Inc., which
he joined in 1991. Metter has
served as a design critic and
lecturer at several architectural
institutions, and his awardwinning work has been widely
published and exhibited, including in the Chicago Historical

Society's permanent collection. A
recipient of numerous distinguished building awards from the
Chicago Chapter of the American
Institute of Architects, Metter also
received the AIA Young Architect
Award, AIA Honor Awards and
the AIA Divine Detail Award. He
received a master of architecture
degree in 1976.
Deffet founded the Dison,
Belgium-based firm DEFFET
Architectes et Partenaires in 1990,
which encompasses private,
public, institutional and residential design work. His firm is active
in the field of social housing — a
major issue in the economically
depressed Wallonia Region of
Belgium. He received a bachelor
of arts degree with a major in
architecture in 1985 from
Washington University and a
master of architecture degree
from the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology in 1989.
Sincoff is president and chief
executive officer of HOK. During
his 37 years at the award-winning
international firm, Sincoff has
held a full spectrum of positions:
draftsman, design and production
architect, vice president, office
managing principal and corporate
vice chairman. He provided
leadership in project development
for the National Air and Space
Museum in Washington, D.C.,
and in preservation and renovation of the St. Louis Union
Station. He has served on the
school's Advisory Board and is
currently chair of the National
Council. At the University level,
he was executive chair of the 1956
40th Reunion and is chairman of
the Alumni Board of Governors
and a member of the Board of
Trustees. He received a bachelor
of architecture degree in 1956.

Students win architecture awards
The School of Architecture
recently announced student
competition winners. Graduate
student Doughs Beck won a
$3,500 fellowship in the school's
1999 Steedman II Competition
for his portfolio and proposal to
study "The Logic of Context: The
Architectures of Ludwig
Wittgenstein." Beck will study
Wittgenstein's work in Austria,
Norway and Ireland.

Graduate student Fabian
Llonch won the Frederick
Widmann Prize in Architecture, based on his outstanding
architectural work. Llonch was
one of 10 nominees selected by
the faculty to exhibit their
work in the competition. The
students' exhibits will remain
on display through this week
in the first floor of Givens
Hall.
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Traveling to exotic
locations and studying
tropical diseases are part
of the daily routine for
Gary J. Weil, M.D.,
professor of medicine and associate
professor of molecular microbiology at the School of Medicine.
Weil's work has taken him to
many areas of the world, though
his field studies have been
concentrated in Egypt, India, and
Nigeria, where large numbers of
people suffer with roundworm
parasites that cause the deforming
and disabling diseases known as
lymphatic filariasis, or elephantiasis, and onchocerciasis, commonly
known as river blindness. More
than 140 million people are
affected by these insect-borne
parasites in tropical and subtropical countries around the world.
Weil, who joined the School of
Medicine faculty in 1982, has
conducted research on filariasis

Weil battles tropical
diseases worldwide
Research promises help and hope
for victims of parasitic scourges
BY CLAIRE CAIN LINZEE

for more than 20 years. He was
attracted to parasitology research
as a medical student in the mid1970s. At that time, tropical
parasitic diseases were among the
most formidable unconquered
infectious diseases. And the battle
continues today.
He also was drawn to the idea
of applying recent advances in
biology and immunology to these
"great neglected diseases," with
the hope of developing improved
methods for diagnosis, treatment
and prevention. "The past 20
years have brought significant
progress on the research side, and
it is critically important that these
efforts continue because there is
so much more to learn," Weil said.
"But there is a strong trend now
to step back from the laboratory
and to consider how to apply the
new knowledge to control or
eliminate tropical diseases."
Weil's research career began
during his undergraduate years at
Harvard College when he
conducted anthropology research
for three summers in the Canadian subarctic. He credits two key
mentors from that time, an
archaeology graduate student and
a medical anthropologist, for
"infecting" him with the research

Gary J. Weil, M.D., discusses nematode morphology with Shelley
Michalski, a graduate student in molecular microbiology.

year. Several years of repeated
annual treatments should interrupt
transmission to the point that
residual infections die out and the
disease is eliminated.
Current research in Weil's
laboratory focuses on immunity to
filariasis. Its involves collaborative
projects in Egypt with Ain Shams
University in Cairo and molecular
biology/vaccine research at the
medical school. Weil has made
some 30 visits to Egypt over the
past 10 years.
Weil's laboratory recently
opened an insectary for maintaining filarial parasites in mosquitoes.
It provides the researchers access to
the infecting stage of the parasite,
believed to contain some of the key
targets of protective immune
responses in animals and humans.
Daniel E. Goldberg, M.D.,
professor of medicine, noted that
though Weil's primary activity is
research, he is an excellent clinician
as well.
Weil, who shares clinical duties
with others in the Infectious
Diseases Division, would like to see
the medical school more involved
in global health issues and is
working toward improving
international education opportunities for medical students.

bug. After receiving a medical
samples, Weil developed a diagnosdegree from Harvard in 1975, he
tic test based on detection of
completed a residency in internal
"worm antigens" in human blood.
Humility and realism
medicine at Yale, research training His test is both more practical and
at the National Institutes of Health more sensitive than the older tests. Memorabilia both serious and
and a fellowship in infectious
It recently was commercialized by
humorous decorate Weil's office.
diseases at Washington University.
an Australian company, AMRADThere are posters promoting
Here, Weil's early research on
ICT, as an inexpensive kit, similar
filariasis control, reproductions of
filariasis focused on the developin appearance to a home preg19th-century etchings of Egyptian
ment and testing of improved
nancy test. A portion of the kits'
ruins by the British artist David
diagnostic tests.
_
__^_
Roberts, a
His first indepenGary Larson
dent project in St.
"The past 20 years have brought significant progress cartoon of
Louis was the
on the research side ... But there is a strong trend elephants
development of
consoling a

improved methods now to step back from the laboratory and to consider friend with a
skinny leg
apply the new knowledge to control or
caused by
"humaniasis"
eliminate tropical diseases."

for diagnosing dog
how to
filariasis, or
heartworms, based
on detection of
parasite excretion
products in the
blood of infected dogs. The work
led to an important patent and to
tests that veterinarians now use to
diagnose heartworm infections.
Using methods developed during
that project, he later created
similar diagnostic tests for human
filariasis and onchocerciasis.

Detecting'worm antigens'
Weil takes particular pride in the
antigen test for human filariasis.
Previous tests relied on detecting
microscopic worms in blood
collected from people at night,
when they were resting and the
parasites become concentrated in
small blood vessels near the skin.
After identifying a soluble worm
product in infected people's blood

and photographs of
Weil's family.
sales is being donated to a special
Weil lives with his wife, Janice,
World Health Organization
in Creve Coeur. They enjoy
(WHO) fund for filariasis elimina- traveling and hiking. She is a
tion.
veteran school librarian who now
The test is an important
volunteers as a teacher at the
advance, said Thomas B. Nutman,
Butterfly House at Faust Park.
M.D., head of the Helminth
They have two college-aged
Immunology Section of the
children: Madeleine, majoring in
Laboratory of Parasitic Diseases at American studies and environmenthe National Institutes of Health.
tal policy, and Andrew, who is
"It has enabled detailed parasitostudying anthropology.
logical and epidemiologic assessAttracted to a career in medical
ment of filarial-endemic popularesearch by youthful idealism and a
tions," he said. "Moreover, the
desire to make a difference, Weil
application of this assay has altered said that after years of toil in the
the approach to therapy and
tropical disease trenches he mostly
control of lymphatic filariasis."
has traded naive optimism for
The test fits in well with a new
humility and realism. In the fight
WHO strategy for global eliminaagainst tropical diseases, it is
tion of filariasis, Weil said. "Instead unusual for basic research findings
of programs based on mass testing to translate directly into a
for diagnosis of infections and
groundbreaking application such
selective treatment of only those
as the filariasis test, and he is
with positive tests, the new strategy extremely gratified that some of
is based on selective diagnosis and
his research projects have worked
mass treatment."
out this way. Proud of his group's
Enough testing is done to
work, he presses on with his
establish whether filariasis is
research efforts, taking comfort, he
present in an area, and those
said, in knowing that "today's basic
infected are offered repeated
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